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FY ’16 tax
rates set

Belchertown sees
slight increase

By Aimee M. Henderson
ahenderson@ turley.com

BELCHERTOWN — The town
has sct its tax ratc for Fiscal Ycar
2016. Residents will sce a slight
incrcasc in their bills, with the
new rate sct at $17.97 per thou-
sand valuation, versus last ycar’s
$17.89.

Dircctor of Asscssments Jay
Whelihan appcared before the
Belchertown Board of Sclectmen
during the annual tax classifi-
cation hcaring, and provided
sclectmen with information and
rclevant data regarding the allo-
cation of the property tax levy
among residential and business
taxpayecrs.

‘Whelihan told board members,
since 1980 cach municipality has
had the option to apply a single,
uniform tax rate to all propertics

See TAX RATE, Page 12

Granby rate to
increase by 3%

By Walter Hamilton
Correspondent

GRANBY — A property tax
ratc of $18.87 per $1,000 valua-
tion, up 3 percent from last fiscal
year’s 18.31 rate, was approved
by the sclect board Monday and
will be submitted to the state for
final approval.

The Board of Asscssors pre-
sented the new rate for Fiscal
Year 2016, which began July 1,
2015 and cnds Junc 30, 2016,
during a public hecaring. Bills
reflecting the taxes owed by
property owners will be mailed
out on Jan. 1.

Asscssors reported that the
average valuc of a home in
Granby is now $222,097, an
increasc of $910 over last fis-
cal ycar. The median valuc of a
home is $207,600, up $500 from
the last fiscal ycar. The median
valuc mcans half of all homes
arc worth morc than that amount,
and half arc worth less.

Thercfore, the taxes on
an average home valucd
See GRANBY TAX, Page 13

www.turley.com

Houndwady, DOG APPROVED
= e |

BARC raising funds
for four-legged friends

By Aimee M. Henderson
ahenderson@ turley.com

@

BELCHERTOWN — Voluntcers
with Belchertown Animal Relicf
Committee have taken old t-shirts
and weaved in a little love, result-

|

[

This dog ing in ncw toys for their four-
tail toy was e ———— legged friends.
handmade Jennifer Christian-Wright, scc-
by BARC rctary of BARC, said she and two
volunteers. others — Laura Morley and her

daughter, Sara — have worked for
morc than 100 hours crcating “dog
tails” from old t-shirts as part of a
fundraiscr for the organization.
Christian-Wright said it all
startcd when she asked her friend
Laura to craft somcthing for the
first-cver BARC Bazaar. Though

the craft was not an original idca, |
it has certainly taken on a lifc of |
its own. |
BARC Secretary Jennifer Christian-Wright,
right, receives a load of handmade See BARC, Page 12 |

toys for dogs from Laura Morley, left, and
her daughter Sara Morley.

Auction
delayed

By Aimee M. Henderson
ahenderson@ turley.com

Emily Mcw, Western
Massachusctts ficld rep-
resentative for The
Salvation Army, said
the Belchertown branch
of the organization has
been in place now for a
couple of years, made up
solcly by voluntcers froils
Country Bank.

The Salvation Army
asks for bell ringers

By Aimee M. Henderson
ahenderson@ turley.com

BELCHERTOWN — An auc-
tion slated for Wednesday for
the property at 47 State St. has
been delayed, confirmed state
Rep. Tom Petrolati on Monday.

Efforts to stall the auction

BELCHERTOWN — The famil-
iar sound of bells ringing outside

stores during the Red Kettle cam-
paign is a surc signal to the start
of the holiday scason. Without
voluntcers however, the bells arc
silent and the donations ccasc.

Though still relatively new in
Belchertown, the local Salvation
Army branch offers all the same
great services provided state and
countrywidc. The donations raiscd
through the Red Kettle campaign
stay within the community they
arc collected, cnsuring that neigh-
bors arc indced, helping ncigh-
bors.

“It’s growing, and is madc up a
very dedicated group.” said Mcew.

Mecw said Belchertown has
historically not had an incredible
nced, though she belicves part
of that is the lack of knowledge
of the services that arc available
through The Salvation Army.

“We provide dircct assistance
to pcople in an cmergency need,”
said Mcw.

Somec of the scrvices offered
include help with food, clothing,
furniturce, utility bills, fucl assis-
tance, prescriptions and transporta-

tion.

She said pcople who find them-
sclves in a tough situation, nced

See SEASON, Page 14
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by the town scemed to fall to a
stalemate last week. However,
following a mccting with staff
from Gov. Charlic Baker’s
administration, Pctrolati said
the decision was madc to post-
ponc the auction.

“T madc a call to the gover-
nor’s office liaison, and madc
them awarc of the situation. T
gave them the history of the
property and the investment

See AUCTION, Page 14

HEATING CO., INC.

60 Shumway Street Amherst, MA 01002 (413) 253-5999
34 Montague City Road Greenfield, MA 01301 (413) 773-5999

www.surnerh

eat.com




PAGE 12

THE SENTINEL « THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2015

BARC | from Page 1

“Laura went on Pinterest and found
the dog tail toy idca,” she said.

Collecting t-shirts wasn’t difficult
cither. Christian-Wright said shirts
were donated by family, friends, co-
workers, BARC friends and members
of Simply Spin. The t-shirts were then
turned into “durable and vibrant dog
tail toys.”

“Without knowing the cxact number
of t-shirts we have reccived, T would
guess approximately 200 t-shirts [were
donated].” said Christian-Wright.

To datc, Christian-Wright, Laura
and Sara have madc closc to 300 dog
tails from the recycled t-shirts, having
started in March.

“They arc a hot ticket item at all of
our cvents,” said Christian-Wright.

BARC supporters have purchased
the toys for their dogs — and cven cats,
said Christian-Wright, adding that
BARC rcccives 100 percent of the
procceds from the sales.

“T-shirts arc donated and the toys
arc handmadec for free,” she said.

Christian-Wright said approxi-
matcly 165 toys have been sold so far,
resulting in about $420 for BARC.

“Thosc who have shared feedback
with us absolutely love the toys.” she
said.

BARC continucs to accept t-shirt
donations, howcver at this time they
arc at capacity for white shirts. The
dog tail toys arc constantly bcing
madc.

Anyonc intcrested in donat-
ing t-shirts can contact BARC at
BARCfriecnds @ gmail.com to coor-

Laura Morley and her daughter Sara work on handmade dog toys from

old t-shirts.

dinate pickup. T-shirts can also bc
dropped off at the Belchertown
Animal Control donation locker
located outside of the building at 290
Jackson St.

The group is also happy to take t-
shirt donations at its monthly BARC
mccting held on the sccond Thursday
of cach month, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
in the Sclectmen's Mceceting Room at
Belchertown Town Hall.

“We could not feel more grateful
for the support we have been given

TAX RATE | from Page 1

or adopt different rates for residential and commercial
propertics.

According to Department of Revenue guidelines, the
maximum percentage shift that the commercial, indus-
trial and personal property class (CIP) can bear is 150
pereent. Last year, sclectmen chose not to shift any of
the tax burden from the residential to the commercial
classes. The same will be truc this ycar.

The DOR computation for Belchertown shows the
residential class making up 92.5 percent of the tax basc,
while the commercial class makes up 7.5 percent.

This ycar’s levy limit includes an incrcasc in new
growth, up by $76.541 from last ycar. The overall levy
limit is $24,227.554, an incrcasc of $926.349, but after
including a dcbt cxclusion of $439,194 (what’s remain-
ing on the Belchertown High School bond). the maxi-
mum allowablc levy is $24,666.748.

‘Whelihan said, howcver, the town has chosen not
to sct the rate basced on the maximum allowable levy,
which would have been $18 per thousand. Whelihan also
sharcd that the bond for Swift River Elementary School
has comc off the books this ycar.

Bascd on averages, owners of a single family home in
Belchertown valued at $251,096 will pay $4.512 in taxcs
annually; owners of a two-or-three family home valued
at $231,426 will pay $4.158; owners of a condo valued
at $166,337 will pay $2,989; owners of commercial
property valucd at $456,820 will pay $8.209; and own-
crs of industrial property valucd at $191.861 will pay
$3.447.

The incrcase per year for a single-family home, on
average, will be $68.

Last ycar, on a list of 12 arca communitics,
Belchertown had the scventh highest tax rate. In order,
those communitics included: Wilbraham, Pclham,
Ambherst, Ware, Palmer, Granby, Belchertown, Ludlow,
South Hadley, Southwick, Northampton and Hadley. The
highest ratc — in Wilbraham — was sct at $21.60, and the
lowest — in Hadley — was sct at $10.86. Whelihan did not
have thosc rates yet for this ycar’s comparison.

Turley Publications photo submitted

by our community,” said Christian-
Wright.

Community members can continuc
to support BARC by participating in
their cvents, which can be found on
their Facebook page — Belchertown
Animal Relicf Committee aka BARC.

BARC promotional items, such as
t-shirts, swecatshirts, bumper stickers,
buttons and dog tail toys, arc availablc
for purchasc at the Belchertown Town
Clerk's Office during regular business
hours.

Mass. State Inspection Center —

Get your emission
inspection sticker here

MONDAY-FRIDAY
7am - 4pm

SATURDAY jor O
7 am to 12 noon
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Owner Residential
Mike McKenzie .
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Repair Service Foreign & Domestic
Tires ® Tune-Ups * Brakes * Exhaust * Belts® Hoses
Transmlssmn Service * Air Conditioning * Oil Changes

OSHA 10
Certified
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323-7676

Office: 413-213-0770

18 Sargent St. e Belchertown, MA 01007 Email: btownelectric@charter.net
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September 13-24.

January 30... Cabaret at PPAC

February 20 Pippin at PPAC..

February 27 Cabin Fever Mystery Trip/Lunch

March 19.. ...Boston Flower Show.....

April 2 Budh Brewery/Lunch

April 21-3 ...Eastern Caribbean Cruise...from $1050
June 3-11. Colorado Rockies ...

Discover Croatia 201

or email
or go to

.

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
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‘Tis the Season

to “Shop at Home."
Thank you for
supporting these
local merchants.
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SEWING CREATIONS
by Mini Pearl weaiaesimie

ALL TYPES OF ALTERATIONS
Pocketbook Repairs
Custom Curtains & Draperies
RO G Mg Fao AT SUPRal N
413-213-104

REFER A FRIEND RECEIVE A GIFT
10% of proceeds donated to the charity of your choice

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE 4“"”

GENERAL
REPAIRS

A Healmg Touch Therapeutic Massage

Relax You Are In Great Hands

Pauline & Christopher Reynolds
Certified Licensed Massage Therapists

Gy Eontificates

Also Available Online at

AutoCare

We Install Only NAPA Parts

www.ahealingtouchonline.com

LEAVEA FREDERICK TILTON 3 AMHER;"I(?E(I;IE\S .' Massage by Appointment
MESSAGE 2

ation (413)323-9952

323-5051 BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007 26 N. Main St., Belchertown, MA




